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Dhamma Communication through Jataka Tales for Kindergarten Children
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Abstract

The objectives of this research on Dhamma communication through Jataka tales for
Kindergarten Children were to study 1) the communication process for Buddhist Dhamma lessons
based on Jataka tales (stories of the former lives of the Buddha) for kindergarten children; and 2) the
Dhamma principles and symbols used in those lessons. This was a qualitative research. The sample
population consisted of 12 Dhamma lessons used to teach kindergarten children class 2, chosen through
purposive sampling. Data were collected using a content analysis form and dhamma principles analysis
form and symbols used communicated in dhamma lessons through Jataka tales analyzed through
descriptive analysis.The results showed that 1) the communication process consisted of (a) the message
sender, who had skills in Buddhist studies and communication; (b) the message, which had content
appropriate for small children, interesting and entertaining stories, sparked children’s imaginations,
contained core ethical morals for the children to analyze, and were transferred in easy-to-understand
language; (c) the media, consisting of personal media, animated cartoons on DVDs, and activities; and
(d) the message receivers, who were kindergarten students class 2 aged 5-6 years amount 109 people.
2) The Dhamma principles conveyed in the lessons were demonstrated in order to give the children
examples of behavior that should be imitated or avoided. The Dhamma topics were clearly included in
the Jataka tales. The symbols that were used were primarily animal characters, whose characteristics
were demonstrations of the Dhamma principles.

Keywords: Jataka tales, Buddhist Dhamma lesson, Dhamma communication
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